Acts 10: 1-48 — God speaks to the Gentiles.

God speaks through his prophet Isaiah in the O&daheent and says these
words:

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither goair ways my ways,”
declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher ttrenearth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts tham mughts.” (1s.55)

God’s ways are not our ways.

As | look back on my life so far, | can think ot$oof occasions when |
have thought ‘I don’t know why this is happeningstivay, | don’t know
why these things are happening to me right nowas raised in a working
class family in Yorkshire, son of a railway workewas the shy one, the
guiet one. In education terms, no-one in our famdy beyond CSe’s and
O-levels. | was the one who went to university. liyeae else stayed
around the family — | was the one who moved awapt. dvily that, but |
moved to Lancashire! For a Yorkshireman that weadinery! It couldn’t
get any worse — oh yes it could! Eventually | ggaain the south!! How
bad was that?!

But as | look back now, | can see God’s wonderaridhat work through
my life. He took me through O-levels to do A-levststhat | could meet
the friend who would take me to church, and inwie to the weekend
retreat where | became a Christian. God took manieersity so that |
would meet people who would introduce me to thelsatnere | would
eventually find this church, and also the very pl@dassocks) where |
would work for 16 years now. He guided me to thetsdo find this
church, but also to find my life companion and lgweife, so that we
could grow and serve him together.

| think so often we don’t know the reason for tarigat happen to us —it's
only as we look back later and see the overalupggtwe can say ‘Oh, yes,
that happened so we could do such and such; wéatgberson so that we
could ....; we went to that place so that that ddwdppen.’ Do you know
something of that in your life? Have you felt tbat you have been drawn
in a certain direction so that something good onaesful could happen?

God’s ways are not our ways.
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| would like us to look together at something thappened and is recorded
in the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testameantohcerns a man called
Cornelius, and we must remember that these areritisk records — this
man actually existed and the events we are talkiboyt actually happened.
But what happened to him was so strange an ocagranhe time, and is
evidence that God deals with people in a way thay not expect.

(It's in chapter 10 of Acts and is on page ..of the blue church bibles)

Firstly we see God preparing two very different men

(Read verses 1 —2.)

This event took place in the early days of Chmstia— the people who had
been with Jesus were going round Israel tellingnttiee good news about
Jesus. Cornelius was a centurion in the Roman amlie represented the
Roman people. He had probably been stationed aa@zee on the north
coast of Israel to keep peace there, and stopngelbreaking out. So he
would have probably been hated by the common pebptehis became
his home, and as the years went by, he seems #oduane to some
understanding of the Jewish God. He was devoutGadifearing; he
prayed and helped the poor. He became respectdtt ldews, as he was
known as a godly and generous man. He was Godifgdyut there was
still something missing. Even Satan believes in bad we wouldn't call
him Christian — just because we believe in God db@gcessarily mean
that we know God as he wants us to know him,

Let's read on. (Read verses 3 — 8.)

Cornelius clearly wants to know more about God. Blo&t an amazing
vision! God shows him an actual person, in an agia&ze that he should
send to, to find out more about the God he is sgeltod tells Cornelius
the name of the man — Simon Peter; he even tetidline person’s house
Peter is staying in — a tanner called Simon; andrevthe house is — by the
sea in Joppa.

So we have a man who has been brought from Rom@lkace where he is
probably hated to start with. He understands samgibf the God the
people around him worship. So much so that he warnsay to him, and
to get to know him better. This life would have be® different from the
life he would have expected to lead in Rome. Whatld his familythere
have thought?
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God’s ways are not our ways. This man has beerapedy God for this
time — brought from Rome, to meet the peoplédemet, to be introduced
to God, and to be drawn to want a closer relatigmaiith the God of the
Christians. When he set out from Rome he wouldavehknown that this
was what God intended for his life — God had a pdatrnis life and drew
him to himself. But it's only as Cornelius lookschahat he will see God’s
hand leading him.

God has a plan for your life and mine. Psalm 138 $all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before ofthem came to be.”
God had a plan for your life even before you camled — isn’t that
amazing? Blows my mind. He knew all about me bef@een existed! He
leads us, he draws us closer to himself. Derekslhiasng at our Harvest
thanksgiving meetings that God wants us to enjay, lthhat’'s what we're
made for, to enjoy him. He prepares us for thagnjoy a relationship with
him that can become ever closer, ever deeper.

He prepared Cornelius for that time.

Let’s look at Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples. Tas the man who denied
knowing Jesus 3 times on the night Jesus was edreBtit now he is
convinced that Jesus is the Son of God, and iagetiveryone about him.
He’s many miles away from Cornelius — a day’s walay - in a place
called Joppa. Cornelius couldn’t text him, or séid an E-mail — he has to
send his boys round.

(Read verses 9 — 23)

The important verse in this section is verse“Dm not call anything

impure that God has made clearfX2) Up until now the Christian message
has been spread through the Jewish people. Heres(oeparing Peter to
recognise that God has a messagealiopeople, not only the Jews, lalt
people. Peter has this vision and coming to tlasga&tion at the exact time
that Cornelius’ servants arrive to see him. Goddpadken to Peter, God has
sent these servants, God is preparing Peter’s teeggtognise that God has
no favourites.

This is wonderful news, isn’t it? God has favourites. In Paul’s letter to
the Christians in Rome he writé'éor all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,..” All have sinned — it doesn’t say, some have siimeck
than others, or that some have committed greatsrtban others. The truth
of the matter is that we'vall sinned — 3
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in a way, it doesn’t matter how big or small, haeduent or infrequent our
sins, we have all sinned, all of us have negleGed in our lives, in his
eyes we are all as guilty as each other. Whatemeihpve been like so far,
whatever sins you have committed, however bad gelyfou have been,
God regards us the same - we all, every singleobns have sinned — we
all need God in our lives. God doesn’t have favesri- no-one has sunk so
low that God cannot have a relationship with him/Is®me people have to
sink lower than others before they wiicognisethat they need God in
their life, they need him to rescue them, to madart whole. Wonderful
news.

[Where do you stand? God wants you to recognigehthéoves you — yes,
even youNothing can stop God having a relationship with you —fask
his forgiveness, for the wrong things in your lifée wants you to enjoy a
relationship with him.]

God prepares Peter to accept that his messagé anlydor the Jewish
people, but for everyone.

Let’s read the final section of this wonderful stafRead verses 23b — 48).

So Peter — like Cornelius did — responds straiglatyato what God is
telling him to do — there’s a message here fooos-tif we know God
wants us to do something, do we do it straight &vayyway....

We see again how amazing it is that God has brahglse two people
together. Verse 28You are well aware that it is against our law farJew
to associate with a Gentil¢gh@t is a non-Jeyor visit him.” God has
prepared these two men to be drawn together sohiyaican both come
closer to understanding God. This is the way ibféen works — when we
do what God wants us to do, we sometimes don’t nstaied why he brings
about certain events, but he works them for oudgdbere’s a tremendous
verse, again in Paul’s letter to the Romans, salahghings work together
for good to those who love Godsn’t that amazing? If we love God, if we
want to do his willgverything works for our good.

So. What have we got here? We've got Corneliusaa hundreds of miles
from his home in Rome, believing in something haildo’t have heard of
at home, asking a man - Peter — who would nornmadtyeven have spent
time with him, let alone visit him in his houseettwo brought together by
visions from God. 4
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Now picture the scene — Cornelius has got all 4silfy and friends

together in this room to listen to what God hasag through Peter.We read
in verse 33).. we are all here in the presence of God to Inste everything
the Lord has commanded you to tell ug’s a bit like all of you this
evening, all surrounding me, eager to hear whaktitd has commanded
me to tell you. | can see you're all very eager ...

Well, we must look at the message that Corneliesled to hear, that God
wanted him to hear, and which Peter was now willing tegan to him.

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (15:3 — 5) wada,“For what | received |
passed on to you as of first importance; that Ghdied for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buriedt tie was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, and thatappeared to Peter, and
then to the twelve.”

This, very concisely, is the Christian message. whdtever else we spend
our time talking about, deliberating, debatitiggseare the vital things that
Christians believe. These things cannot be alter@dwater down the
significance and meaning of these things wouldobaeny the good news
of Christianity.[We Christians will do well to take note of thisca
concentrate on passing on these important poiritsose we witness to —
theseare the important things of the Christian faith]

Christ died for our sins. Jesus came to seek argltha lost. He spent three
years talking of the kingdom of God and performmigacles. But at the
end of those three years, he was crucified. Heveiligse 43 we read,
“everyone who believes in him receives forgivermdssns through his
name.” When Jesus hung on that cross on that first Gooldy; it wasn't

for anythinghe had done that he hung theféhe Lord has laid on him, the
iniquity of us all”, he took upon himself the punishmentdor sins. He

died so that we may be forgiven.

Why? Because God - the perfect God, God who camtettain sin in any
shape or form — knew that we couldn’t have a refainip with him without
that sin being paid for. We can't get ourselvestrigith God, because our
very nature tells us to try to exisithout God — that’s what sin is. And

only the sinless one — the only sinless man thaielar lived — the perfect
Son of God -could pay that price for us. What a eoful message. Jesus
died that we may be forgiven. 5
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Heis “the Way, the Truth and the LifeHe has made it possible for us to
be in relationship with God, because he took awaygailt by suffering for
it on the Cross. He cri€ilt is finished” on the Cross because his work of
salvation was finished — because he died, we ganifiwe believe that he
died for our forgivenessTo all who received him, to all who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become childrenanf.GBecause Jesus
died, we can know forgiveness for our neglect ofl Gmnd we can become
children of God.

He was buried, he was raised on the third day. Yesys died — a spear was
thrust into his side to prove it. Yes, Jesus waghu- he was sealed in a
tomb, a massive rock placed over the entrancesttohb. On that first
Easter morning, his tomb was found to be emptyh&tkrisen from the
dead. He had overcome death. The tomb could ndthiol — death could
not hold him. This was the Son of God! Nothing castrain God! Nothing
and no-one can stand in the way of God fulfilling Wwill! Jesus was raised
from the dead. Leaders of other religions liveeytdied, and stayed dead!
Jesus was raised from the dead and so is alive now!

How do we know? Well, he appeared in person to Marfeter, to the

men on the road to Emmaus, to the disciples. Dogbthomas put his

hand in Jesus’ side to prove he had risen frondéa&l. Jesus helped the
disciples catch fish and he ate with them. He aqgae® many people after
he had been raised from the dead. Jesus appedtebéopeople. Peter says
in verses 39 and 41 that he was one of many witisabsit Jesus lived,

died, and rose again. If you have seen somethitigyeur own eyes, you
know it happened. If lots of other people saw it ad,welu know it
happened. If the eye withesses are then willindygccruel and horrific
deaths because of what they saw, | think wekecenv it happened.

Jesus is unique. Jesus died for our sins, he wasdbhe was raised from
the dead. No other person in history has done tinasgs.
Martin Luther said;In his life Christ is an example showing us how to
live; in his death, he is a sacrifice satisfying éar sins; in his
resurrection, a conqueror; in his ascension a kiimghis intercession a
high priest.” There is none like Jesus. No other has had sueln@mous
impact on people’s lives in history. No otle&uld — Jesus is thenly Son
of God. Onlyhe could become the Way for us to get back into a
relationship with God. God sent his only Son, thhbever believes in him,
shall not perish, but shall have eternal life. Waatessage, what a God.
6
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Jesus lived, Jesus died, Jesus rose again, ampéarad to many. These
are the important points of the Christian faith.

So what of Cornelius and his family and friendg thiare gathered there?
They responded straight away. This wasrtglet time for them to hear
God’s message of forgiveness and salvation. Godbhadght Cornelius all
the way from Rome for this moment, God had brourgter to his house,
overcoming all his prejudice, a Jew preaching Gotessage to a non-Jew,
and God would open Cornelius’ eyes and heart togmee Jesus as Lord
and Saviour.

Most Christians are able to look to a specific tiwieen God convinced
them that Jesus the Son of God, he died four sins, havasraised from
the dead. | was 18 when God spoke to me and coevime of his truth,
one Easter Sunday evening in the Dales of Yorkshiemlised that Jesus
died formy sins, he wamy Saviour, he wanted me to lives way.

This is Cornelius’ moment. God has drawn him. Jesudkasme his
personal SaviouilVe have to come to that point — giou know God’s
leading? Do you know his drawing you ever closernitn? Can you see
that his hand is upon your life? Becoming a Charsis only théeginning
of a life of getting to know Jesus better.

That’s where God wants us to be — he wants usjay @enwonderful loving
relationship with himself. What's to stop us? Ifd&@hand is upon you,
recognize it. Jesus came that you may have liédl ibs fullness.

“.. everyone who believes in Jesus receives fongss of sins in his
name.”

“Anyone who is in Christ [believing in him, trusginn him for forgiveness
of sins] is a new creation.”

| just want to finish by asking where do you stéimd evening? Do you
know forgiveness of your sins? Have you said goedbyyour old life
neglecting God and are you experiencing that naarri Jesus? Are you
rejoicing? You can. We can. It's on offer. Do yawokv fullness of life in
Jesus? Are you getting to know him better every?dilyat’'s what he
wants.
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